
 

 

December 15, 2008 

Welcome to the first copy of Development Dialogue from Heartland Lutheran High School! 

I have now been in the position of Development Director at Heartland Lutheran High School for three 
and a half months and you know what%%.I am LOVING it!  For the first time I truly know that I am in 
a position that God wants me to be in.  I look forward to each new day to see what He has in store for 
each of us as we continue to develop Heartland Lutheran High School! 

My goal with this newsletter is to keep everyone informed with development activities at Heartland 
Lutheran High School.  If you have any questions, comments or suggestions please call me or email 
me at the information provided at the end of this writing. 

 

Red and Blue 

We are working hard to get our annual fund raiser organized.  Most of the committees have been 
filled and we have already had three Red and Blue meetings.  The next meetings are January 12, 
2009 and February 5, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the commons area of HLHS.  If you are interested in 
helping with this important event please attend the meetings and we will get you involved with the 
event that is sure to be very exciting! 

This year our speaker will be Kevin Sharp.  He is a singer, 
author, and motivational speaker.  Mr. Sharp is a cancer 
survivor and now a spokesperson for the Make a Wish 
Foundation.  We are sure that his presentation will be 
something you will not want to miss! 

This year we are expanding the event to make it larger.  
There are 400 tickets available at $60 each that will include 
dinner.  There are an additional 300 tickets available at $45 
(bleacher seats) that will not include dinner but will allow you 
to attend the auction and listen to the speaker.  We have set 
a date of January 15, 2009 for all tickets sales to be turned 
in to the HLHS office.  You will want to purchase your 
tickets as soon as possible because it will be a 
SELLOUT! 

We are currently seeking acquisitions for the auction.  If you have something to donate for the auction 
please contact the school as soon as possible.  If you have someone that you want to ask for an 
acquisition please pick up an Acquisition Form from the school before you ask them for the donation.  
Then fill the form out in its entirety and bring the form and acquisition to the school office. 

We are anticipating a very exciting night on March 29, 2009.  MARK YOUR CALENDARS and get 
your tickets purchased. 



 

BASKETBALL EXTRAVAGANZA 77 

     As many of you know this past summer 24 young 
men from HLHS did what many people thought would 
not happen.  They played basketball for 77 hours  
7 minutes and 7 seconds from 2 p.m. on July 4th to  
7:07 p.m. on July 7th setting the Guinness World Record 
for the longest basketball game.  It was amazing to 
watch these guys gut it out and finish at a pace that no 
one could believe.  The emotions and the energy that 
were felt in our gym on the night of July 7, 2008 was 
unbelievable.  But the world record was truly only the 
icing on the cake.  Our goal of raising $27,000 for the 
school was surpassed.  We are currently at $67,085.25 

raised from the event!  All good things must come to an end though.  We will be closing donations to 
Basketball Extravaganza on December 31, 2008.  If you would like to contribute before the end of the 
year to help us make our “Dream” goal of $77,000 you can send the donation to the school and mark 
it BB EX 77.   See more about the event at:  http://charity.cccusa.net/hlhs/ 

I THANK each and every one of you that donated to this event and each of the 130+ volunteers that 
helped to make this event a success.  And to the 24 young men%%..THANKS!!  I will never be able 
to put everything that is stored in my heart from this event into words.  Just know that I will never 
forget any of you! 

Vote for Basketball Extravaganza for the Favorite Local Sports Moment of 2008 by going to 
http://madness08.grandislandblogs.com/ 

 

www.heartlandlutheran.org 

Continue to check out our website.  We are continually making changes and additions to the website.  
Make sure to check out the bottom of the Home Page and the Supporters tab on the bottom of each 
page for ways that you can help out HLHS by online purchases or even as easy as doing your 
Internet searches.  With each search you perform HLHS will be credited with funds.  I have always 
been a Google user but I have made the switch so that HLHS will benefit each time I search on the 
Internet. 

Marketing Committee 

In November 2008 HLHS formed a Marketing Committee that is currently getting a marketing plan put 
together.  Thanks to all that have volunteered for this committee!  They are currently meeting twice a 
month because of all the items they want to discuss and plan.  The Marketing Committee will be 
instrumental in getting word out about Heartland Lutheran High School and to continue to better the 
image of our school. 

http://charity.cccusa.net/hlhs/
http://madness08.grandislandblogs.com/
http://www.heartlandlutheran.org/


 

HLHS Sundays 

We have started setting up HLHS Sundays at our twelve association churches.  We held our first one 
at Cairo on November 23rd and our second one at Central City on December 14th.  Our next one is 
scheduled for January 25th at Peace Lutheran in Grand Island and I will be scheduling the other 
association churches soon. 

HLHS Sundays are designed to inform our association churches of what is going on at Heartland 
Lutheran High School.  Mr. Weber, several students and myself talk about the current activities and 
other information about our school.  The students also participate in the worship service.  It has been 
a fun experience for all and I am looking forward to the remainder HLHS Sundays at the other 
association churches. 

Angel Food Ministries 

We have started working with Lincoln City Church in Lincoln, NE to establish a host site at HLHS for 
Angel Food Ministries.  We will continue to work with the Lincoln City Church until we have enough 
monthly volume of boxes of food sold to become a host site.  Angel Food Ministries is a non-profit, 
non-denominational organization dedicated to providing food relief and contributing to benevolent 
outreaches in communities throughout the United States.  For more information about Angel Food 
Ministries go to website:  http://www.angelfoodministries.com/ 

HLHS has applied to be a host site which will allow the food to be shipped directly to HLHS for pickup 
by the people buying the food and HLHS will get $1 for each box of food sold.  The menu changes 
each month.  We are currently working on getting information to all of our association churches and 
other area churches.  If you are interested in being the contact person at your church please contact 
me as soon as possible.  Julie Splattstoesser is the contact person for Peace Lutheran Church in 
Grand Island. 

You can get the current menu, order form and more information on the HLHS website by going to the 
Angel Food Ministries tab on the left side. 

Miscellaneous Items 

February 10, 2009   Visit day for 5th – 8th graders 
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Boys Basketball 

Of course I could not write this without talking about one of my other favorite things to do!  The boys’ 
basketball team is entering their 5th varsity season in school history and we are off to a fast start with 
3 wins and 1 loss.  We started off the season 2-0 which 
has never been done before.  We have a great group of 
boys on the team this year and the team has a lot of 
depth.  We have many things to continue to work on but 
if they continue to work hard and achieve their potential it 
is going to be an exciting year.  We started the year off 
with 19 boys and I was excited.  But currently we are 
struggling with injuries and illness which in turn is making 
it difficult to field a junior varsity team. 

 

       On December 13, 2008 we held our 3rd annual Hangin’ with the Hornets  
       for 4th through 8th grade boys.  This was our largest one with 34 boys         
       attending! 

  

 

 

2009/2010 School Year 

It is not too early to be thinking about the next school year! 

Did you realize that next year will be our 10th year of providing Christian Education?  Think about 
it%we will be concluding our 10th year in 2010!   

Be on the look out for ways we will be celebrating our 10th year! 

The Board of HLHS has approved a registration fee of only $50 instead of the usual $100 until March 
11, 2009 for the 2009/2010 school year.  I am planning on visiting with as many potential freshman 
for next year as I can.  I would like to stop by some time before March 11 and visit with the parents 
and potential students.  During the visit I will bring you up to date on what is going on at HLHS and 
discuss anything else you may wish.  I will also bring the necessary forms for you to register.  If you 
would like to set up a visit with me please contact me and I will set up a time to visit with you. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

As you can see there are many things happening at Heartland Lutheran High School.  These are only 
a few of them! 

Please contact me if you have any questions or comments. 

Wishing you a BLESSED Christmas! 

Lloyd W. Wagnitz 
Development Director 
Heartland Lutheran High School 
3900 West Husker Hwy 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308-385-3900 
development@heartlandlutheran.org 
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