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April 2010                       Produced by Lloyd W. Wagnitz                          Publication #3 
                                   development@heartlandlutheran.org 
 

             Ten Years of Coming Together Through Christ 
 
                             TEN years!!  Our tenth year is quickly coming to a close. 
                             
                                       Graduation 2010 is less than 45 days away – May 16 at 2 p.m.   
                                        
                                       We have been celebrating 10 years of blessings at Heartland                                                                  
                                       Lutheran High School this year and we have already started  
                                       looking into the future.  As I look over the past ten years, I am 
truly amazed at how Heartland Lutheran has grown through the blessings of our Father 
in heaven.  I am one of those that doubted we could be where we are today.  I now 
dream of what He can do at HLHS over the next 10…20…30 or more years! 
 
I can assure you that none of us are just sitting around and waiting for the future to 
come.  The HLHS School Board has been diligently going through a Strategic Planning 
process to set goals and priorities for the future of HLHS.  Through this process I have 
witnessed the school board becoming more focused and determined to help HLHS 
become an integral part of central Nebraska.  The school board is also focused on 
making our MINISTRY stronger and more widespread.  

 

HLHS is a MINISTRY�

More than 70 lives are touched daily by the love of Jesus.  At Heartland Lutheran the 
love of Jesus is shared with students and staff on a daily basis.  Twice a week we have 
a chapel service led by area pastors and each student attends a religion class each day 
for all four years of their high school education. 

We have had the opportunity to witness to a Muslim, an atheist, and other non-believers 
over the past several years.  We have been able to witness changes in their lives while 
they were attending HLHS and have heard of some that have changed their lives after 
returning home by starting to go to church and read the Bible.  There have been two 
student baptisms because of the Holy Spirit leading them to be baptized while they were 
attending Heartland Lutheran High School.   
 
There are several HLHS alumni that are studying to be a Lutheran teacher or pastor 
and several current students that are considering a life in the ministry. 
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Red and Blue 2010 

March 21, 2010 was another memorable day in the history of Heartland Lutheran High 
School as we completed our 13th Red and Blue event.  During this year’s event there 
were many positive comments about the happenings at HLHS and much excitement 
during the event.  We enjoyed another delicious meal catered by Whitefoot Catering 
and the Wiecks did a great job with the live auction again! 

Mr. Shawn Harper was our guest speaker and he was not 
a disappointment.  When he first arrived he told me that he 
was amazed.  He asked me “All these people are here 
doing all of this for the school?”  I just smiled and replied, 
“YES”.  He stated several times that he was amazed at the 
enthusiasm and all of the work that must have been done 

to make our event the way it was.  He 
even got excited and checked in to get 
a bidder number and bought an item at 
the guaranteed price! 

During Mr. Harper’s speech he mentioned that we all need to forget 
about the word “donation”.  He told us that it is not a donation to the 
school but it is an INVESTMENT.  When we help out Heartland 
Lutheran it is truly an INVESTMENT in the school and an 
INVESTMENT in the lives of the students, staff, and supporters of 
HLHS! 

The online auction site again sold three items for the Red and Blue.  We had 145 items 
with bids online!  The sold items went to Rhode Island, Kentucky, and Louisiana.  A 
couple highlights of the live auction:  2009/2010 autographed boys basketball sold for 
$1,000 and the Kowalski corn sold for FIFTEEN times! 

Final numbers are not in yet but it looks like we will make our goal!  We had THREE 
more corporate sponsors this year, sold several more bleacher seats, but were short of 
selling all 400 dinner tickets. 

We are having a wrap-up meeting at 7 p.m. on April 
12th to discuss what went right, what needs fine 
tuned, and to discuss ways to make next year even 
better.  It is also my desire to start preparations 
already in April or May so that it is not all a mad rush 
the last two weeks to a month. 

THANKS to everyone that helped with the event.  Without each of you Red and Blue 
would not happen.  It takes many dedicated people and many hours of your time to 
accomplish what we have been able to accomplish.  But we also have to remember that 
we cannot do it on our own, God is blessing the event and He is in CONTROL. 

Red and Blue 2011 is March 27, 2011…….mark your calendars! 



  
Current HLHS Student 

Alyssa Kirby 
Class:  Senior 
 

Activities:  Played  
volleyball and  
basketball for four  
years, dance team for  
two years, stage hand 
for plays for two years, 
speech for one year,  
and prom committee  
in her junior year. 
 

Other Activities:  Been in 4-H for 10 years, 
assistant coach for T-Ball last summer, 
member of the Dorcas Society at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Ravenna and helped 
with Habitat for Humanity.  Alyssa will be 
going to Russia with Pastor Reehl in April 
2010 on a mission vision trip. 
 

Favorite Bible verse:  Jeremiah 29:11 
For I know the plans I have for you," 
declares the LORD, " plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future. 
 

Hobbies:  Shopping with friends and reading 
when I get a chance. 
 

Plans after High School:  I am planning on 
attending Concordia University in Seward.  
I’m planning to be an early childhood 
Elementary teacher.  I also plan to be a 
missionary in the summer months. 
 

Thoughts about HLHS:  It is a great place to 
have Christ centered around our education.  
We are like a family.  Just like every family 
we have problems but we get through them 
with Christ on our side.  We also have good 
times and we rejoice with God.  I am so glad 
that I am going to Heartland Lutheran, not 
only for an education but to strengthen my 
faith with Christ! 
 

Where Are They Now….? 

Luke Watt 
Class of 2005 
 

Luke is currently attending Concordia 
University in Seward and studying 
secondary education to teach social 
sciences. 
 

I enjoy playing and watching basketball and 
football, running, paintball, reading, 
attending Church events and learning about 
God.  The only activity I'm really involved in 
right now is a Bible Study on campus. 
 

I'm really glad my parents sent me to 
Heartland Lutheran.  Looking back I really 
appreciate it.  I'm glad the school is growing 
and the current students have more 
opportunities, and I'm especially happy that 
they have the gym now. 
 

One of my best memories at HLHS would 
have to be when Brett Thomas and I 
dressed Mrs. Keilig's skeleton model with 
a letter jacket, shorts and basketball shoes.  
Mr. Fischer kind of caught us in the act but 
we didn't get in trouble because he thought 
it was funny. 
 

I was in the army for nearly four and a half 
years.  I was stationed at Ft Hood, TX and 
did two deployments to Iraq.  The first was 
to Camp Taji, which is about 10 miles north 
of Baghdad, and the second was to Camp 
Prosperity in central Baghdad. 
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HLHS Credit Card 

In the past we have offered a credit card through a bank in Hastings that paid back .5% 
to the school for all purchases that you made.  Last week everyone that had this card 
were notified by letter from the bank that the card will no longer be offered.  But we have 
another solution for you! 

A few months ago we started issuing a card through Capitol One.  It pays the school the 
following: 

·  $50 after your first purchase 
·  2% of your gas and grocery store purchases 
·  1% of all other purchases 
·  Up to 10% of purchases made at select merchants 

As you can see the school receives more from this new card than the old one. 

If you wish to apply for this card, you will have to do it 
online.  On our website there is a HLHS Hornet Card on 
the right side of the main page that you can click and it 
will take you to the correct site that will benefit HLHS. 

If you have any questions please call or email me. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

April 11  3 p.m.  Post Easter Cantata 
April 12 6 p.m.  Boosters Club meeting 
April 12 7 p.m.  Red and Blue wrap-up meeting 
April 23   District Music Contest 
April 24   Prom 
May 1  5:30 p.m. Mugsy Sent Me – HLHS Music & Drama departments 
May 12   Track Districts 
May 16 2 p.m.  HLHS Graduation 
May 17 TBA  HLHS Recognition Night 
May 18   Golf Districts 
May 26   Last day of school 
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Angel Food Ministries�

Heartland Lutheran is still participating in the Angel Food Ministries program.   
 
We have now delivered food at discounted prices for 16 months totaling 2993 boxes of 
food!  The volume has dropped off over the last several months but we are planning on 
increasing the promotion again to reach more volume.  HLHS earns $1 per box but 
another benefit of the program is the promotion of HLHS and ministering to people in 
need. 

We are always in the need for volunteers to help unload the truck and distribute the food 
on one Saturday per month.  If you have an organization or group of people that would 
like to handle the distribution for a month please contact Lloyd Wagnitz or the school 
office.  Lloyd is also looking for someone that would like to take the task of organizing 
the distribution Saturday by monitoring the unloading of the truck and monitoring of the 
distribution four or six months of the year. 

Does your church have an Angel Food Coordinator?  We would like to see someone at 
each church to be a coordinator to make sure there is publication of Angel Food and to 
make sure menus are distributed monthly. 

A few months ago we started taking orders for food to be donated to needy families.  
We have a representative from St. Francis Medical Center that picks up food that is 
donated to be distributed to needy families.  These families are being counseled by 
groups at St. Francis and they go through a process to qualify for the food donations.  If 
you are interested in purchasing food and having it donated you need to put a note on 
the order form that you want the food donated and we will take care of the rest of it.  
Email received on March 22, 2010 from a representative at St. Francis: 

I have received wonderful response from several families regarding the donation you folks provide. One 
family in particular shared with me that the food I brought over saved them from getting their electricity 
turned off. They were able to use the money they were going to use on food to pay the light bill! 
In doing this.......you are making a difference!  :-) 
 

Another email received on December 10, 2009: 
 

Last week I went to a home with a speech therapist who was involved because the family’s youngest son 
has a cleft lip and pallet. They have 3 children 14, 5, & 2. They are a wonderful family. Dad works odd 
jobs and right now things are really tough. Despite their struggles, they always not only welcome us in but 
ALWAYS offer us a coke or juice (which we never refuse as to not offend them). 

Well, while I was there at my visit, I asked the 5 year old sister, what she wanted for Christmas (my 10 
year old at home has been wishing for weeks that Santa would bring her a DS, and computer games 
along with a list odds and ends). Anyway when I asked this sweet little girl what she wished for Christmas 
...she said "jelly, some candy and food!" I said with a question "Food?" and she replied ..."yes like what 
you brought us that one time!  WOW!  Here she is a little 5 year old girl - not even asking for one thing for 
herself! Just food for her family! As you can imagine, I will definitely be bringing out a box for this family! 
  
God bless you all for what you do and for allowing me to help those who truly are in need! 
 

For more information and current menu please check on our website at            
www.heartlandlutheran.org 



INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Adopt a Student  

There is a continuous strain on parents that want to send their children to HLHS for 
making tuition payments.  We started a new program this year to help those in need.  

Families that are requesting tuition assistance go through a program called Facts to 
report their financials.  The data is then evaluated and Facts reports back to the Tuition 
Assistance Committee how much help the family needs. 

This is where the Adopt a Student program comes in to help.  The money that is put into 
the program is now disbursed to the students that qualify and you will be assigned an 
“adopted” student.  100% of the money paid into the program goes directly to tuition 
payments.   
 
What you receive by “adopting” a student (minimum of $750) are the following: 
 1.  The assurance that a student is able to attend HLHS and receive a Christ- 
                centered education. 
 2.  Letters from your “adopted” student 
 3.  A HLHS activity pass for the school year so you can be at your “adopted”   
                student’s events. 
  4.  Reserved seats at the graduation of your “adopted” student. 
 
There is also a tuition assistance fund for smaller donations that will also help families in 
need of assistance.  For more information on ways to help with tuition assistance, 
contact Lloyd Wagnitz at 308-385-3900. 
 

10 Years and BEYOND  

We kicked off this program on November 22, 2009 during the first annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner. 

This year we are celebrating our 10th year of operation but we need to start dreaming 
and acting on the FUTURE of HLHS.  The program is reaching out to everyone to make 
an INVESTMENT in the school by receiving cash and/or pledge investments totaling 
100,000 ten dollar bills by 10/10/10. 

We all know that is a very large goal but in order for HLHS to continue to grow and 
reach out to more students we need to think and dream BIG. 

10% of all money raised will be given back to purchase food for needy families and 
tuition assistance at Heartland Lutheran High School. 

For more information please contact Lloyd Wagnitz.  Brochures are available at the 
school. 

Where will HLHS be in 20 years, 30 years, 40 years, and BEYOND………….. 
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2009/2010 HLHS Happenings & Accomplishments 

 

August 2009         Started our 10th year with the largest number of students – 75 
 
August 2009         Welcomed new staff:  Pastor Busskohl, Mrs. Deger, and Miss Seim 
 
October 2009        Fall Music Concert 
 
November 2009    Fall Play Performance 
 
November 2009    HLHS awarded SMART board from Hy-Vee through a contest that  
                              we won by making purchases at Hy-Vee 
 
Girls’ Basketball    Won their first trophy by finishing 2nd in the Holiday Tournament 
 
Wrestling               Jacob Schwan became first District Champion and medaled at State  
                              for the second year in a row by finishing 4th 
 
Quiz Bowl             Conference Champions for the third year in a row (4 out of last 5 yrs) 
 
Power Lifting         Girls placed 2nd at state and Coed team was 3rd 
                         

Boys’ Basketball   Holiday Tournament Champions – first time 
                             2nd place Conference Tournament – first time in championship game 
                             Regular season Conference Champions – first time 
                             District Champions – first time 
                             State qualifiers – first time 
                             Finished 20 wins 4 losses 
 
I want to THANK everyone for the 
support during the basketball season.  
It was GREAT to see the fan support!  I 
would also like to THANK the TEAM for 
all of the hard work and dedication.  It 
was definitely a year that none of us 
will forget!  I still have not really taken 
the time to enjoy what happened during 
the season but I hope to take some 
time soon to think back on what we 
really accomplished.   
                                                                                              To God be the Glory! 
                 Coach Wagnitz 



Time racing by…through God opened doors…… 

Where has the time gone?  First of all on March 27, 2008 several supporters of HLHS 
were told that the school was in some very difficult financial situations and as I listened I 
had a strange feeling that I needed to do something.  I got off the bleachers and stood 
before the supporters and told everyone that many years ago I had given up on the idea 
that a Lutheran High School could be started and that I was NOT going to give up on 
the school again!  I then made a statement that I did not know I was going to make.  I 
told everyone that I was going to come up with a way to make some money for the 
school.  The idea formed while I sat on the bleachers!  God cracking open a door……  
 
On July 7, 2008….twenty-four young men accomplished something that many people 
told them that they could not do.  They played basketball for 77 hours 7 minutes and 7 
seconds setting the new Guinness World Record for the longest basketball game AND 
then several of those players led their basketball team in 2009/2010 to HLHS first 
appearance in the state basketball tournament.  Wait a minute…oops I got ahead of 
myself and skipped 20 months! 
 
During the marathon game I had slept for less than two hours and was tired and 
exhausted.  After the last second ticked off the clock the celebrations began and after it 
quieted down again I addressed the crowd for several minutes.  At that time in my life I 
could not stand up in front of people and talk.  (Look at me now…I love to talk about the 
HLHS MINISTRY….oops…ahead of myself again!).  While finishing the clean up in the 
gym after the celebrations, one of the school board members came up to me and said, 
“You need to be the school’s development director”.  I just quickly shrugged off the idea 
thinking that he was as CRAZY as I was for coming up with Basketball Extravaganza 
and headed for my car so I could get some much needed sleep.  God opened the door 
a little further……  
 
Over the next few weeks the talk of development director surfaced many times.  I 
continued to not take it very serious but deep down inside there was something gnawing 
at me that I should consider becoming the development director at Heartland Lutheran 
High School.  After conversations with the board chairman and administrator I was 
starting to seriously consider trying something I had never done before, but give up 
what I had been doing the past 30 years with information technology in the banking 
world?  Then one evening I was eating at a restaurant with my wife and son when my 
son said, “Dad you know what?  You should become the development director at 
Heartland Lutheran”.  My mouth dropped open.  I looked up and smiled.  God opened 
the door WIDE open……  
 
I felt the “calling” but was I going to put my full trust in God to lead me through this new 
opportunity and do something that I had never done before as a career?  I had become 
very comfortable with what I was doing in the banking world but not really satisfied and 
at peace with what I was doing.  I was able to work out a deal with my bank employer to 
work one day a week at the bank and at nights through an Internet connection and be at 



the school the other days.  On September 1, 2008 I walked through the door…so I 
thought…and started at HLHS as the Development Director. 
 
As I started the new position, I was nervous and concerned if I could really do what was 
needed.  But it was strange.  From day one I had a desire to get up in the morning and 
go to “work”, more than I have ever had before in my life.  It was not like work though.  I 
was enjoying each and every day!  I cannot put into words the feeling.  As time 
continued to fly by, I was getting uneasy about maintaining two jobs.  I started feeling 
like I wanted to be at the school more and do more of God’s work.  God is patient and 
left the door open……  
 
When September 1, 2009 rolled around and I had been “working” at the school for one 
year, I started to reflect what was going on with my life.  I looked over the past year and 
realized how God had been working in my life and at the school.  I was starting to 
understand that I needed to trust God with everything.  I turned Basketball 
Extravaganza over to Him during the planning stages and look what He did with it!  I 
had turned Red and Blue 2009 over to Him and He made it the most successful Red 
and Blue in the history of the school!  He started the 10th year at HLHS with the most 
students ever.  And then Red and Blue 2010 was more successful than 2009!  I could 
go on and on about what He has done but by now I am sure you are wondering how 
long I am going to ramble on and finally get to the point. 
 
During the 2009/2010 school year I struggled more each day about doing bank work or 
school “work”.  As you notice I keep putting “” around the word work when I talk about 
the school.  It truly is not work…..I am doing God’s work and it is truly enjoyable and 
worth getting up each and every morning.   

I started to realize that I did not go through the door God opened.  I was standing with 
one foot on one side of the door and the other foot on the other side.  I was not putting 
my full trust in Him.  On January 29, 2010 I leaped through the open door and put both 
feet on God’s side of the open door and asked Him to use me for the benefit of His 
kingdom!  I now wanted to put my full TRUST in Him and have Him lead me daily.   

I challenge everyone to watch for the doors God OPENS for you, TRUST Him, and walk 
through! 
 
For nearly 30 years I had been creating and maintaining banking products for bank 
customers……now I am BANKING ON KIDS ! 

Philippians 4:13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
 
 
 

                              


