Heartland Lutheran family celebrates graduation tog ether
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The 19 students who crossed the stage Sunday didn't simply see themselves as members of Heartland Lutheran High
School's 2010 graduating class.

Instead, they used a different term: family.

"God has brought us together from different towns, churches, schools and has made us one family," said Jeremy Hollman
in his valedictory address.

Hollman wasn't the only one: Several of his classmates and administrators described the Class of 2010 that way, too.

"They are truly part of the Heartland family and will remain so forever and ever," said the Rev. Kurt Busskohl, the school's
principal, in his closing prayer.

"We're like a family. It's going to be hard to leave these guys," said graduate Becca Spiehs before the ceremony.

And former Heartland Lutheran Principal John Weber, who gave the commencement address, said that one student had
told him that one of the biggest lessons learned was that family is not always a bond built on blood.

The greatest lesson that Weber hopes the students would take away from their time at Heartland Lutheran, though, is
love.

Love is not some mystical, esoteric concept, Weber said, but instead the sacrificial act of having compassion on others
and putting their needs first.

And it might be difficult to love in a world that can be very unloving, he said, but that doesn't change the Christian's call.

"Congratulations on completing this leg of the race. Now go out into the world and live your faith," Weber told the
graduates. "Let the whole world see Christ's heart in your life."

That attitude was a big part of the seniors' educational experience, too, said graduate Jenae Ramsey in her salutatory
address.

After recounting many of her class's memories together -- "We're still one of the loudest tables at lunch, but that's because
we're always laughing,” she said -- she asked aloud where God fit in with all these experiences.

Simple, she said. He was right in the middle of everything.

"All through our high school careers, Christ was at the center,"” Ramsey said.

The class accomplished quite a bit during that time, too. They were part of the school's first state qualifiers in basketball,
wrestling and speech. And the 19 of them earned $222,000 in scholarship offers, the highest total in school history, said

counseling director Jacqulyn Zehendner.

One of the class's proudest moments was when it helped raise more than $77,000 through a record 77-hour basketball
game to help the school out of a financial crunch last summer.

"We all kind of banded together to raise the money," said graduate Taylor Sherwood.
"That's when people actually realized that we're here to stay," Spiehs said.

Through the ceremony's speeches, songs and a slide show looking back at the past year, the students had plenty of
opportunities to think back on the time they spent and people they knew at Heartland Lutheran.

And though their family of peers was ready to head off in different directions, each member would remain bound by the
love of Christ, Hollman said.



"God has brought us this far," he said, "and we can count on him to carry us safely to wherever the future leads us."
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Heartland Lutheran graduates Taylor Sherwood, Alyssa Kirby
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